
  
    
      
    
  




[image: Kronos 4 / 2014]







[image: Spis treści]

 

Piotr Nowak, Editorial Introduction

PRESENTATIONS

Leo Strauss,
Introduction to Political Philosophy: A Course Given in the Winter Quarter, 1965, in the Department of Political Science the University Of Chicago

ESSAYS

Thomas Pangle,
Xenophon on Whether Socratic Political Theorizing Corrupts the Young

Ewa Atanassow,
Democracy and Education in Aristophanes’ Clouds: A Sketch

Gabriel Pihas,
Dante’s Return to Greece: The Sophist and the Philosopher in The Inferno

Joseph C. Macfarland,
Dante’s Temporal Monarchy as the Philosophers’ Counter-Coup d’État

Marek A. Cichocki,
The Concept of the Political Whole in Light of the Current Crisis in the West: Carl Schmitt Revisited

Ivan Dimitrijević,
The Taking of the Bastille: The Role and the Rule of the True Opinion

Paulina Sosnowska,
Is Hannah Arendt a Modernist After All?

Andrzej Serafin,
Apocalypse and Truth: On Heidegger’s Unknown God

Bartosz Kuźniarz,
A Political Kind of Love: Terry Eagleton on Socialist Ethics

Andrzej Księżopolski,
Surviving Post-history of Julian Barnes

Irena Księżopolska,
The Mirror’s Underside: Vladimir Nabokov’s Autobiographical Fictions

Halszka Witkowska,
Suicide of Body and Suicide of Soul: Two Faces of the Final Decision in Russian Experience

Arnold Toczyski,
Babette’s Feast: Culinary Narrative as a Process of the Transformation of Meanings

ARCHIVE OF POLISH PHILOSOPHY

Henryk Głębocki,
Count Adam de Gurowski, 1805-1866

Count Adam de Gurowski,
Manifest: Destiny of America and Russia, 1849-1866

USED BOOKS

Paulina Orłowska,
Waiting for the Kingdom: The Life and Works of Sergio Quinzio

Sergio Quinzio,
Justice and Mercy

Sergio Quinzio,
The Birth of Political Realism from the Spirit of Eschatology: A Passage from Sergio Quinzio’s Early Reflections

REVIEWS

Giuseppe Perconte Licatese,
“An Attempt to Bridge the Abyss”: A Review of the Correspondence Between Sergio Quinzio and Guido Ceronetti

Marta Gibińska,
Time, the Old and the Young, or Chaos Controlled

Piotr Nowak,
The Child of War

KRONOS RECOMMENDS

An Atomizing Theatre

Within the Circle of Ancient Ideas and Virtues. Studies in Honour of Professor Dzielska

ABOUT THE AUTORS

Footnotes

About Kronos Journal

Book info


 


[image: Old issues]







 

[image: Editorial introduction]

 


[image: foto edytorial]


For the last fifty years philosophy of history has been pursued in Poland along the lines drawn out by the Warsaw School of the History of Ideas. Its adherents–historicist in their inclinations–believed that the philosophical questions which the Ancients put forward were relevant only inasmuch as they helped to understand the world of today. The Warsaw historians were not particularly interested in why thinkers of old time gave the answers which they did and not others–they took them as their own if they conformed with their modern sensibilities and self-awareness. What matters for the historicist is the context which always determines the meaning of philosophical utterances: the question concerning truth was something entirely different for Pontius Pilate than it is for us, the Moderns. Time alters the meaning of philosophical concepts, redefines them, reshapes them without any apparent purpose or aim. Should anyone attempt to understand Plato, Dante or Machiavelli on their own terms–the way they understood themselves–his or her deliberations would run the risk of mutating into scientific fiction. It is impossible to reconstruct the historical context accurately and faithfully enough to be able to say that “Nautilus” has finally reached the shores of unadulterated truth about things past–no, truth is always a truth for us. Does that mean, however, that thoughts of ages past properly belong in a museum cabinet, or can they still exert influence? We can never know that beforehand. That is why we need to thoroughly examine the conditions–social and economic ones primarily–in which these thoughts evolved if we hope to distinguish their proper meaning from anachronistic sediment. Only thus rectified can thoughts of the past prove their usefulness for modernity. The Warsaw historians, infected by “the Hegelian virus,” assumed that every human thought, every truth, is a product of its own time and passes with it. But if this assumption is correct, we have to admit that there can be no transhistorical truth, no truth tout court, and that therefore the Warsaw historians themselves represent a short-lived phenomenon in the course of the human spirit’s development. We bid them farewell without any qualms.

The Classical thinkers–as Leo Strauss believed–did not claim that philosophy, and its truth, was limited to the time in which they happened to live and work. In Thucydides’ words, they wrote so that “their teaching would be the property of all future generations.” They wrote believing in the existence of transhistorical, eternal meanings which needed to be uncovered. For great thinkers always create “beyond time”–their ideas have their “roots,” but they do not have a history; they are not generated, they simply are. Strauss, however, did not reject history as such; he knew how to use it in revealing ways. It is sometimes useful to take into account the historical context of philosophical statements–he stressed–but this approach can only have a supplementary function. As Thomas Pangle rightly observes in his study of Strauss: “In studying the rare cases of authorial minds from the past whose liberation appears to be complete, we need to learn to see the author’s historical environment exactly as he saw it and conveyed it to his alert and demanding readers.” Abandoning this methodological rule is harmful to historical investigations; it is tantamount to an arrogant belief that we understand Ancient thinkers better than they understood themselves–that we are more modern and therefore wiser than them. It is more challenging, however, to listen to the great thinkers of past ages without interpreters; to let them say what they wanted to say and not what we would like to hear. The esoteric method of constructing their philosophical texts–Strauss argued–points to the existence of transhistorical meaning which is passed on beyond and above time like the holy fire from the temple of Zeus. The careful reader’s obligation is to try and grasp this esoteric message and to understand the text the way its author intended it to be understood. This means that philosophical texts always conceal a meaning which should not be spoken out loud because it can be applied in destructive ways. Responsible philosophers will not only avoid putting themselves at risk but will make sure not to hurt others unintentionally. Nevertheless, conflict seems inevitable: by challenging general opinions, the philosopher provokes the polis. A given thinker’s greatness is always measured by his nonconformism; his thought is valuable only inasmuch as it exceeds its time and undermines contemporary convictions–only dead fish go with the flow. Thus philosophy turns out to be a discipline very harmful to the proper functioning of the polis: it erodes its foundations of common sense, gossip and half-truths. The polis, in its turn, threatens the philosopher by imposing its “notions” on him. In such circumstances the philosopher has to practice the art of elusion: he accepts the city’s “notions” only outwardly and writes in such a way as to deceive the many while getting his message across to the intelligent few. The purpose of this is noble, however; it is a “noble lie.” The philosopher protects the polis against the consequences of his wild and subversive thoughts. Writing “between the lines” allows the philosopher to resist the power of the polis and–conversely–safeguards the city against the power of philosophical truth which becomes diluted and difficult to grasp by the many. The philosopher thrives on truth; the polis needs illusions, veils, myths and poets, since no community–imperfect in its nature–can live up to the demands which philosophy make on its practitioners.

What then is philosophy’s attitude towards religious thought? Sergio Quinzio believed that no human community can survive long if it is cut off from religious “energy.” From this perspective, philosophy–impermeable to myth–is and has always been an alien element, an irreligious force in the ordinary man’s world. It constitutes a realm of freedom–freedom, above all, from moral and religious obligations–and as such is difficult to accept and potentially dangerous because it rejects all authority, including the authority of God. Such things, however, cannot be spoken of–the philosopher must learn to lie. As Strauss says: “The exoteric teaching was needed for protecting philosophy. It was the armor in which philosophy had to appear. It was needed for political reason. It was a form in which philosophy became visible to the political community. It was the political aspect of philosophy. It was ‘political’ philosophy.”

“Political philosophy” is the philosopher’s means of survival. Its main task is to convince the majority of citizens that philosophers are not atheists.

***

The third issue of the English edition of Kronos opens with a previously unpublished passage from Leo Strauss’s lectures on Aristotle. I would like to thank Professor Nathan Tarcov, the director of The Leo Strauss Center, for giving us permission to publish it.

 

Piotr Nowak
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“Kronos” quarterly was established in 2007 as a project of a particular generation of philosophers all of whom started their studies around the transitional year 1989. “Kronos” soon became the largest philosophical journal in Poland. It is a new voice in Polish philosophy.

Poland at the turn of the 21st century was and is an inspiring place for thinkers; it is an interesting vantage point for observing and studying human nature. It is a place which saw genocide and two murderous experiments – the Nazi and the Soviet – the aim of which was to create a new type of human being. A philosopher brought up in Warsaw is living in a city destroyed by Hitler and rebuilt by Stalin.

The place and the time when we started studying philosophy influenced our choices and interests. Perhaps a philosopher is nothing but an emanation of the place and time which shaped him. These factors no doubt explain our interest in Hegel and Marx whom we have read through the lenses provided by religious messianists (Fyodorov) or 20th century prophets of the apocalypse (Kojève and Witkacy). The spirit of time and place prompted us also to study the Classics, to return in thought to Greece where – influenced by Heidegger and Nietzsche – we saw the eternally recurring point, where all history ends and every history begins.
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